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You asked if state law prohibits dog training facilities from using electronic dog training devices and if it is feasible to require dog trainers to be licensed by the state to use electronic devices. 

SUMMARY

Connecticut regulation bars the use of electronic devices in dog training. A statute would have to be passed allowing such devices in training facilities or the regulation would need to be changed to if you wanted to allow trainers to teach dog owners how to properly use electronic training devices. No state currently requires trainers to be certified or licensed to use these devices. A program could be established in Connecticut to certify trainers or the state could certify graduates of dog training schools. 

ELECTRONIC TRAINING DEVICES

There are a several companies that offer electronic training devices for dogs. We contacted one of the large manufacturers, Tri-Tronics, for some basic information about these devices. Electronic training devices include a dog collar with a radio receiver mounted on it and a hand-held radio transmitter that sends the signal. When the collar receives the signal it produces an electrical stimulation. The dog receives the stimulation through contact points, which are stainless steel tips that rest against the dog's skin. The intensity of the stimulation can be changed by using different contact points in the receiver and in many models by changing the intensity at the receiver. The collars are available in a variety of models to meet different training needs. 

The electronic collars work on the premise that a dog can learn that compliance with a command shuts off electrical stimulation and prompt compliance prevents electrical stimulation entirely. The stimulation must be high enough that the dog feels it, but not so high that the dog becomes alarmed and unable to figure out how to stop it. Tri-Tronics has a training program that teaches the owner how to teach their dog three basic commands using electronic stimulation: coming to the handler, going away from the handler, and staying in place. A training brochure comes with the collar and a training video can be purchased. The company also has a training center in California that can answer training questions and can be visited for one-on-one instruction. The Tri-Tronics dealer in Connecticut is Hillside Pet Care Center in Groton. 

CONNECTICUT LAW

Connecticut regulations set standards for dog training facilities. The regulations focus on facilities that train guard or attack dogs. One of the standards prohibits any type of training that would detrimentally affect a dog's health, safety, or welfare or the welfare of the public. The regulations specifically forbid the (1) use of electric or battery devices (collar, prods, etc. ); (2) kicking, beating, hanging or any other kind of physical abuse; and (3) withholding of food or water or reasonable comfort in order to promote aggression (Conn. Agency Regs § 22-344-15f). A statute would have to be passed allowing dog trainers to use electronic training devices or this regulation would have to be changed if dog trainers are to be allowed to teach dog owners how to use electronic training devices. A copy of the regulation is attached. 

The regulation is authorized by CGS § 22-344(d) which requires anyone maintaining a dog training facility to obtain a license from the commissioner of agriculture under her regulations regarding sanitation, disease, and humane treatment of animals and the protection of public safety. The commissioner may issue a license if she finds that the applicant has been complied with the regulations and, for an initial application, that the local zoning enforcement official has certified that the facility complies with local zoning regulations. An applicant must pay a $ 100 fee. The license is good from the time of issuance until the following December 31 and must be renewed annually. It can be transferred to another location with the commissioner's approval. 

LICENSING DOG TRAINERS

We did not find any states that require dog obedience trainers to be licensed or certified by the state. Several states do require special licenses to handle dogs at field trials but these states do not appear to require any special education requirements to obtain a license. The American Kennel Club knew of no state that requires dog trainers who use electronic devices to be certified or licensed. One idea in the letter from your constituent is to require trainers to obtain state certification through a state-licensed facility. Licensing a dog obedience instructor school in Connecticut could be time consuming and expensive. It would likely involve both the departments of agriculture and consumer protection. One option to consider is limiting the need for certification to trainers who use electronic devices. Another is to work with professional dog trainers in Connecticut to set standards for certification. The state could also consider offering certification to graduates from dog training schools located in other states and grandfathering those currently operating as trainers in Connecticut. There are also professional dog training associations that may be able to help in establishing a certification program. 
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